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Taiwan’s Entrance Ticket to the WHO
Amanda Man-Hua Chen

On 30 April, 2009, Department of Health, Taiwan received an official invitation from the WHO
expressing that Taiwan will be invited to attend the WHO general assembly under the name of
Chinese Taipei as an observer. Seeing as a breakthrough, the government is overwhelmed by this
notice since Taiwan has been launching a campaign for the WHO participation under different
names for more than ten years. Especially in 2002, the SARS outbreak singled out Taiwan’s
difficulty isolating from the WHO. Compared to the context in 2002, facing the outbreak of HIN1 in
2009, it is meaningful that Taiwan starts to be included in the global health network.

On the other hand, the opposition expressed the worries though Taiwan’s participation in the WHO
had been a major task for the previous DPP government. First, the concern is about the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) secretly signed between China and the WHO which may
affect the operation and the administrative procedures between Taiwan and China in the
framework of the WHO. Second, during DPP ruling, the government was advocating full
membership under the name of Taiwan instead of Chinese Taipei since it may relate to the
national dignity. The former Premier, Frank Hsieh, stated that though the WHO attendance was
meaningful, with caution all the procedure should be transparent and the final goal should not be
forgotten as a member. Also, DPP Legislator expressed that they needed to observe whether
Taiwan will gain substantial benefits through participating in this year's WHO general assembly,
such as receiving the latest information on health issues and epidemic control measures to combat
HIN1.
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Apart from the political concerns, currently the international community is threatened by the HIN1.
Thus, the Taiwanese delegation included not only health officials but also SARS-experienced and
distinguished professional experts to seize this opportunity fighting against HIN1 with the whole
world.

Philanthrophy in China — Past, presence and trends
Petr Base

Report on China Charitable Contributions released by China Charity Information Centre last year,
as the second annual report of its kind, highlighted some interesting aspects of charitable
contributions by companies in China during 2008 and projected several trends for 2009.

At the beginning the report notes that natural disasters and the Olympic Games directly resulted in
kind of blow-out in social contributions (both donations and in-kind support including volunteering).
According to the report, 107 billion yuan (311 billion Czech crowns) was donated last year, which
makes it a year on year increase of 246%.

Besides traditional donations such as cash and goods, many enterprises also provided direct
services to those in need. It is estimated that companies provided services (including
transportation, communications and as well insurance) equivalent to 4,43 billion yuan in the
aftermath of the Sichuan earthquake alone.

The numbers of volunteers based on data from three official organisations (the Chinese
Communist Youth League (CCYL), departments with the Ministry of Civil Affairs, and the Red
Cross), the total number of volunteers in 2008 was estimated around 100 million. Statistics from
the CCYL alone show that people donated around 1,7 billion hours of voluntary service in 2008.

The most remarkable aspect of charity in 2008 according report was that the Sichuan Earthquake
inspired awareness of individual contributions in China. Results of survey conducted in Belijing,
Shanghai and three other main cities shows that over 90% of respondents declared they had
donated to earthquake affected areas. The report also says that mainlanders contributed 45,8
billion yuan (133 billion CZK) in 2008, a number even higher than the 38.8 billion yuan (113 billion
CZK) donated by mainland enterprises. The average individual donation was 34,66 yuan (101
CZK) according the report.

As mirror to the raise of donor generosity, the report shows the lack of diversity in organisations
benefiting. For example, the major recipients are still official and semi-official organisations such as
the Red Cross, charity and other foundations. Departments of civil affairs at the province level and
its official social organisations are often granted the ability to receive donations in times of disaster
relief and thus also benefiting from donor generosity. The statistics show that these organisations
collectively received about 90% of total donations distributed.

At the same time, donations to other organisations (such as foundations with the legal ability to
accept donations, schools and social organisations) amounted to less than 10 billion yuan.
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Up to the end of 2008, there were 1531 foundations registered in China. However, most of
donations went to largest and most well known. In 2008 for example, seven largest foundations
raised 4,8 billion yuan in total.

On top of the 2008 analysis, the report also forecasts following potential trends for 2009:
I.  Donations will fall

The report calls it as the “Sichuan earthquake overdraw”. The donations will also fall because
of expected income reductions of both individuals and enterprises affected by the economical
crisis. Statistics for January 2009 showed that departments of civil affairs received 70% less
donations than for the same period last year. However, the report also noted that many charity
organisations have large surplus from 2008 that could be used in 2009. Therefore, the
influence of the financial crisis on charity may have real impact in 2010.

II. Quality and efficiency increase

a) The social needs for charity are increasing, which will bring more attention to
charities. A survey by the Ministry of Agriculture there is roughly 25 million
unemployed migrant workers. This brings huge demands for organisations providing
migrant worker training, development oriented poverty alleviation and other
services.

b) Employees tend to change jobless during crisis. Accordingly, charity organisations
will see less employee turnover and probably attract talent from other industries.

c) The difficulty in fundraising might drive charities to shift attention from raising money
to improving internal management and efficiency.

lll. The government will play more important role

d) The Ministry of Civil Affairs will coordinate the development of a document entitled
“Information Disclosure Guide for Charity Donations” and carry out the initiative to
encourage transparency.

e) The government will conduct research on charity supermarkets and basic level
charities, and release guidance on how to improve regular charity systems.

f) The government will bring more focus on raising the professionalism of charities via
specialised training.

At the end we can conclude that grow of philanthropy activities and corporate social responsibility
in China shows progress in social changes and grow of civil society.
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Rudé bou fe v Thajsku
Martin Buchta

KaZda revoluce potfebuje svou barvu. Tato byla ¢ervend a demonstranti nosili Cervena tricka. Po
Bangkoku kolovala zvést, Ze za jejich noSeni kazdy z nich dostal 500 bahtu, pfiblizné 15 dolard,
coz je v Thajsku velmi slusny jednorazovy pfijem. Jejich protesty byly namifeny proti sou¢asné
vladeé, jeZ je podporovana armadou. Pokud bychom méli zrekapitulovat zakladni milniky vedouci k
soucasné krizové situaci, musime zacit nejpozdéji na podzim roku 2006, kdy armada svrhla
demokraticky zvoleného, nicméné velice zkorumpovaného premiéra Thaksina Shinawatru, ktery
vyhral posledni Fadné volby v roce 2005. Thaksin uprchl v srpnu roku 2008 ze zemé a v soucasné
dobé Zije v zahrani€i. V prosinci roku 2008 byl za zneuziti svych pravomoci ve funkci premiéra v
nepfitomnosti nejvy$Sim soudem odsouzen k dvéma letim vézeni (Gdajné zvyhodnil svou
manZzelku pfi koupi pozemku v oblasti Ratchadaphiesek). Tento stale formalné platny thajsky
premiér je predsedou strany United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD), jejiz
privrZzenci stoji za poslednimi nepokoji. Thaksin je velice rozporuplnd osoba — zkorumpovany
miliardar, ktery donedavna vlastnil vyznamny podil anglického fotbalového klubu Manchester City
a zéaroven velice popularni politik — jediny premiér, ktery dok&zal v Thajsku v poslednich padesati
letech vyhréat dvoje volby.

Hlavni protesty zacaly 8. dubna a postupné kulminovaly. Situace za€ala byt kriticka 11. dubna, kdy
se armada rozhodla podniknout razné kroky k nastoleni pofadku. Jeden z vadcl povstani byl
zat€en ve svém domé a s drobnymi poranénimi, které si pfivodil ve shaze utéci pfed vojaky pfi
prelézani svého plotu, byl pfevezen na odlehlou vojenskou z&kladnu na thajskych hranicich, do
.pbezpedi' pfed pfipadnym davem Zadajicim jeho osvobozeni. Armada ve stejny den vyhlasila
vyjimecny stav v Bangkoku a Pattayi, kde se konalo setkani predstaviteld zemi ASEAN.
Demonstrantim se podafilo toto setkani narusit a pFedstavitelé Sestnacti zuCastnénych statu
museli byt evakuovéani vrtulnikem. Dvanactého dubna hofely v ulicich autobusy, zatimco o par set
metrd dale se slavil Songkran - tfidenni vodni festival plny hudby a tance. Demonstrace se
viceméné mimo jednu zablokovanou ulici nikam nepfenesly. V pondéli tfindctého dubna armada
vydala zatykac¢e na ¢trnact hlavnich predstavitell UDD a nasledujici den oficialné ukoncil Veera
Musikhapong (pfedseda strany UDD) protesty a vyzval demonstrujici k navratu domu. Dle jeho
slov proto, aby zamezil dalSim zbyte¢nym ztratam na Zivotech.

Nékteré strany zastoupené v parlamentu jiz oznalily zatéeni téchto vidcl a nésilné ukon&eni
demonstraci za neStastné, nebot demonstranti se stdhli z ulic do anonymity (,sundali ¢ervena

vvvvvv

soucasnou situaci za porazku, spiSe za ,oddechovy ¢as" pied dalSimi akcemi.

Pokud se srovnaji soucasné ,Cervené“ demonstrace se ,Zlutymi“ z listopadu 2008, vyvstavaji
nékteré zasadni rozdily. Stoupenci strany People's Alliance for Democracy (PAD) obsadili v
listopadu nékteré vliadni budovy a mezinarodni letisté. Stoupenci PAD pochazeji z vétsi casti z
méstské stfedni tfidy, prfedevdim z Bangkoku, zatimco stoupenci UDD pochazeji z chudych
venkovskych oblasti. Zatimco listopadové ,Zluté“ demonstrace se obeSly bez nésilnosti, ty

J o

soucasné ukazaly, Ze vudci UDD nedokazi zadrZet své privrzence od rabovani. Posledni priizkum



Newsletter Asijského programu 3/2009 str. 5

vefejného minéni od respektované Abac University ukazal, Ze 55 procent obyvatel Thajska
soucasné povstani nepodporuje a stoji na strané soucasné vlady a armady. Nesouhlasi s jeho
nasilnym prubéhem a evakuaci Sestnacti hlav statd ze stfechy jejich hotelu povazuje za ponizujici
pro obraz celé zemé&. Pouze jedenact procent si pfeje odstoupeni premiéra Abhisita Vejjajivy.

Trojuhelnik vztah @ Taiwan-USA- Cina
Pavel Kladivo

Dne 10. dubna uplynulo 30 let od chvile, kdy americky Kongres schvalil Taiwan Relations Act
(TRA), zakon definujici a upravujici vztahy mezi Spojenymi staty a Taiwanem. Jednim z hlavnich
cili TRA je zaru€ovat mir, bezpecnost a stabilitu, a slouZit jako zaklad k poskytovani obrannych
zbrani Taiwanu. Podle zakona je politikou Spojenych statl zabyvat se jakymikoliv nemirovymi
pokusy o vyfeSeni statusu Taiwanu.

Vyznam TRA vyzdvihl pfi konferenci uspofadané k tomuto vyroCi prezident Ma Ying-jeou. TRA,
podle jeho slov, nejen zménil vyvoj vztahl mezi obéma stranami taiwanské UZiny, ale i
v budoucnosti bude slouzit jako z&klad stabilizace vazeb mezi USA, Taiwanem a Cinou.

Douglas Paal, byvaly vedouci Amerického Institutu na Taiwanu (AIT), zddraznil, Ze USA maji na
Taiwanu stéle strategické zajmy, a Ze pfistup Pekingu k Taiwanu muze byt dobrym indikatorem pro
pfipadné zmény v postoji Ciny k Washingtonu. Vedouci washingtonské kancelafe AIT Raymond
Burghardt ujistil, Ze Washington bude Taiwan vzdy podporovat v mezinarodnich organech, ale
nebude zprostiedkovavat jednani mezi Taipeji a Pekingem.

Administrativé presidenta Ma se podafilo na konci dubna dovést ke konci jednéni o dalSich tfech
dohodach s Cinou (usnadriujici investice &inskych spoleénosti na Taiwanu, zajistujici extradici
obvinénych a zvySujici mnozstvi pfimych letd mezi ostrovem a pevninou) a jesSté letos se chce
s Pekingem dohodnout a podepsat Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA).

Podle odbornikda vyrazné sblizovani zplsobuje nebezpeéné zmény v tfistrannych vztazich USA —
Taiwan — Cina. Ménici se ,status quo“ u mnoha zastancil nezavislosti budi obavy z hroziciho
sjednoceni. Pokud by napf. doslo k podepsani mirové smlouvy mezi Taiwanem a Cinou, byly by
dalSi dodavky zbrani z USA zpochybnény.

| tyto obavy se president Ma snaZil zahnat mimo jiné Zadosti o dodavku ponorek a stihacich
letound F-16 C/D. S rostouci nerovnovahou ve vojenské sile mezi Cinou a Taiwanem mdzZe tento
poZadavek znit opravnéné. Ma ale dobfe vi, Ze pfipadnda americkd podpora by k nastoleni
rovnovahy nestacila a byla by spiSe symbolicka. Nemusi se tedy obéavat, Ze svoji snahou Peking
vyrazné znepokojil.

Zatimco tedy pro nékteré zustava otazkou, zda USA svlj zavazek vuc¢i Taiwanu neprehodnoti
v dusledku zmény vlastni ¢inské politiky, taiwansti zastanci nezavislosti upozoriuji na riziko, ze
tento zavazek Washingtonu maZe prestat existovat jako vysledek sblizovani Taiwanu s Cinou.
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Komentované zpravy

Utvar lidskych prav ASEANu

V fijnu 2009 by mél byt zprovoznén Utvar lidskych prav ASEANu. Pro jihovychodni Asii je to prvni
krok v oblasti lidskych prav, ackoliv jeho pusobnost bude omezena a bude fungovat na jinych
principech, nez jak si ho predstavuji Evropané. V regionu chybi doposud utvar, ktery by chranil
pravné zakotvena lidska prava — jednim z divodl je fundamentalni princip ASEANu, zasada
nezasahovani do vnitfnich véci ¢lenskych zemi. Podminkou neni ani zaloZeni instituce vénuijici se
lidskym pravum pro ¢lenské zemé ASEANu, i kdyZ Filipiny, Indonésie, Malajsie i Thajsko jiz takové
instituce z vlastni iniciativy maji.

Utvar nebude mit investigativni pravomoc, ani donucovaci moc k napInéni rozsudkd. Uloha Utvaru
lidskych prdv ASEANu bude tedy spiSe informativni, s tlohou propagovani a Sifeni lidskych prav.
Utvar bude moci vydavat doporuéeni &lenskym statim a generalni tajemnik ASEANu bude pfimo

zodpovédny za report o nedodrzovani lidskych prav utvaru.

Indonésie ve volebnim roce 2009: domaci vyzvy, mezi  narodni role
(Indonesia in the 2009 Election Year: Domestic Challenges, International Roles)

Kdy: pondéli 8. ¢ervna 2009

Kde: Metropolitni univerzita Praha, 0.p.s., Prokopova 16/100, Praha 3 — Zizkov

Poradatel: Metropolitni univerzita Praha, o.p.s., Katedra mezinarodnich vztaht a evropskych studif,
ve spolupréci s Velvyslanectvim Indonéské republiky v Ceské republice

Kontaktni osoba: Tomas Petrll, Ph.D. (indonesie2009@mup.cz)

Popis: Mezinarodni konference na téma Indonésie ve volebnim roce 2009 zaméfena na dva
tematické okruhy: 1) Vyvoj doméci politiky v postsuhartovské Indonésii; 2) Indonésie v
mezinarodnich vztazich.
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