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ith the June 2024 European Parliament elections

oulative forces within EU member states are tryino
to exploit current political, economic, and social

upheavals.

One of the main goals of these actors is to turn the
MEU into a scapegoat, a convenient villain to be bla-
med for the struggles within member states while
presenting themselves as the solution to these is-

his strateqy is not new. It taps into deep-seated
dissatisfaction with the EU and its integration
process, blending long-standing grievances with

current issues to give them a more immediate and
relevant appeal.

Yet, there are also new trends emerging. Instead
of advocating for exits from the EU (like 'Czexit' or

'Slovexit'], some now call for reforming the Union
from within, suggesting a looser 'union of Europe-
an nations' with greater national sovereignty.

Narratives surrounding Ukraine are shiftino

and new perspectives are arising. One such an-

gle is the controversy surrounding Ukrainian gra-

in being labeled as toxic, implying that the EU is
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outting Ukraine’s interests ahead of the health and

ell-being of people in its member states.




INTRODUCTION

The upcoming elections to the European Parliament (EP

~

scheduled for June 2024 have come at a time when the Czech,
Polish, and Slovak societies are grappling with complex issues
such as the conflict in Ukraine, the climate crisis, energy con-
cerns, economic challenges, and migration issues. Simultane-
ously, they are contending with the adverse effects of Russian
aggression, including heightened polarization, uncertainties,
economic hardships, and deliberate attempts to influence pu-
blic opinion through manipulative narratives. This intricate
web of malign content, propelled by the far-reaching influen-
ce of social media algorithms, has significantly influenced the
information landscape in these countries. The role of national
political actors in these circumstances has been pivotal; they
have sought to leverage the prevailing chaos for political gain,
further polarizing societies already in distress.

The EU, caught in these complex situations, has been unj-

ustly blamed for various problems, a trend clearly seen in|

R EES LI L I e et This scapegoating of

the EU not only distorts the real situation but also threatens

the upcoming EP elections. It has already been reflected in
diminished trust in the EU, waning support for membership,
and reduced optimism about the Union’s future, with 63% of
Eurobarometer respondents holding positive views.!

CZECHIA: A DETERMI

With this barrage of challenges, the Czech, Polish, and Slo-
vak societies must remain vigilant against manipulative
narratives aiming to influence their votes.

can erode trust in democratic institutions and processes,
[polarize public discourse, and manipulate voters’ percepti-
(IR WV e b s EX LI s BRI Several studies indicate that

previous European Parliament elections were targeted by
both foreign and domestic disinformation campaigns. Gi-
ven this trend, it's highly likely that the upcoming electi-
ons will face similar challenges. This background paper
aims to lend assistance by providing a comprehensive
overview of these narratives concerning the EP elections

in the three countries.
It begins with a brief

analysis of each country's stance towards the EU, explo-
ring their evolving relationships with Brussels and the
influencing factors. Then it examines the key narratives
from the 2019 EP elections and maps out the EU-related
issues that have emerged since early 2023. This comparis-
on offers insights into the potential trends and themes for
the upcoming 2023 EP elections.

ED FIGHTER AGAINST

THE “BRUSSELS DIKTAT”

The Czech Republic’s path to Euro-Atlantic integration
after the collapse of the Soviet bloc, driven by the motto
"Return to Europe,” initially saw strong support for EU

and NATO membership.

Prominent Czech politicians, including for-

)
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1 “Standard Eurobarometer g9 - Spring 2023 - European Union,” https:

mer Presidents Vaclav Klaus and Milos Zeman, former
Prime Minister Andrej Babi$, and right-wing Freedom
and Direct Democracy party (SPD) leader Tomio Okamura,
portrayed the EU as an external adversary, exploiting this
stance for political gain.# This erosion of support has led
to a decline in public backing for the EU, with only 44% of
Czechs currently in favor, and growing pessimism about
the EU’s future.5 Key elements contributing to this decli-
ning belief in a bright future for the Union include con-
cerns about rising prices, uncertainty surrounding energy
supplies, and dissatisfaction with the domestic economic
performance.®

europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail /3052.

2 Zuzana Kasakovd, Vladimir Bartovic, Martin Buchtik et. al. Vyzkum v oblasti vztahu obyvatel CR k Evropské unii véetné jeho implikaci pro komunikaéni

strategie vlady CR smérem k obéantim CR: Syntéza a doporuéeni. Praha: EUROPEUM, 2019, 1-2, https:

Ine/Synteza final.pdf.

3 Otto Eibl, “Co stoji za komplikovanym vztahem Cechii a Evropské unie?,” Goethe Institut, https:

4 Ibid.

www.vlada.cz/assets /evropske-zalezitosti/aktua-

'www.goethe.de/prj/jad/cs/the /new/21850177.html.

5 “Mezi Cechy klesla divéra v EU i vlddu, ukazal unijni pruzkum Dal panu]e silnd obava kviili inflaci - Ceskad televize,” https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/doma-
i/3582 hy-kl -vladu-ukazal-unijni

um-dal-;

anuje-silna-obava.

6 Katetina Mahdalovd, “Cesi jsou radi v EU, pro mladé je czexit nemyshtelny, Seznam zpravy, May 27, 2022, h

si-jsou-radi-v-eu-pro-mlade-je-czexit-nemyslitelny-203799.
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All these elements combined create a favorable envi-
ronment for actors spreading manipulative messages about
the EU and the upcoming EP elections. To counter their
efforts to deceive the Czech public and influence the electi-
on results, the following sections will offer an overview of

the manipulative narratives that dominated the Czech in-
formation space before the previous EP elections and tho-
se circulating throughout 2023 in preparation for the 2024
elections. Drawing both similarities and differences, the
sections aim to enhance readers’ vigilance and resilience.

he Most Popular Narratives Leading up to the 2019 EP Election

Leading up to the 2019 European Parliament election cam-
paign in Czechia, negative narratives about the European
Union gained traction, fueled by declining support fo

the EU and persistent Euroscepticism within Czech so-
These narratives portrayed the EU as an autocratic
institution imposing rules on member states, infringing
on their sovereignty, and eroding their national identities,
particularly through migration. Additionally, the EU was
depicted as ineffective and on the brink of disintegration.

Problematic online sources aligned with far-left and far-ri-
ght political representatives, such as the Czech branch of
Sputnik, provided platforms for parties like the Communist
Party of Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM) and the Freedom and

Direct Democracy (SPD) party. ilslSifastslab/Lsgi Y AU {e) gtk

The election was

framed as a 'battle for Europe, with patriotic politicians from
parties like SPD positioned against perceived Euro-fanatic
EU elites. Some even advocated for a potential Czech exit
from the EU (Czexit), drawing parallels with Brexit (which
was dubbed 'the withdrawal from the Eurotitanic’), as a re-
sponse to perceived EU interference in national interests and
sovereignty, whilst citing Brexit as an example of EU disinte-
gration and dysfunction.®

Prominent EU-Related Narratives Leading Up to the 2024 EP Election

Republic during 2023 has been negatively influenced|
mainly by the continued fallout from the war in Ukraine
and a growing sense of distrust towards the government,
These factors are also mirrored in the spread of anti-EU
rhetoric in the online space. The monitoring covers the

period from January 1, 2023, to October 1, 2023, and was

done using the Gerulata Juno analytical tool. This tool
enabled a search for the top 50 Facebook posts with the
highest interaction levels, containing keywords related to
the EU in Czech language. Posts from mainstream media,
state and EU institutions, as well as those expressing ne-
utral or positive sentiments towards these keywords, as
determined by Gerulata Juno's own sentiment analysis fe-
ature, were then excluded.

Criticism of the EU Becomes Tied to Criticism of the Czech Government

[n contrast to the previous EP elections, narratives related to '‘Brussels/EU diktat’ now often

S lifesleN o @/ difay St They accuse the government of blindly following

Brussels' orders without considering their impact on Czech citizens. This taps into the declining

trust in both the government (30% trust, down from 45% in 2022) and the EU (44% trust, down
from 51% in 2022) among Czechs. Manipulative actors have capitalized on this declining trust,
which has been exacerbated by the political, economic, and social crises stemming from Russian
aggression against Ukraine. With an increased focus on Ukraine-related issues and support for
Ukrainian refugees, segments of Czech society feel neglected by their government, believing
that it prioritizes European unity over the national interests and needs of Czech citizens.

For example, Tomio Okamura claims that the Czech government prioritizes Ukraine
and EU orders over Czech citizens, likening their actions to collaboration with foreign

7 Miroslava Sawiris. European Elections in the V4: From disinformation campaigns to narrative amplification. Bratislava: GLOBSEC, 2019, 9-11, https://
www.globsec.org/what-we-do/publications/european-elections-v4-disinformation-campaigns-narrative-amplification.

8 Ibid.

9 “Mezi Cechy klesla diivéra v EU i vladu, ukdzal unijni priizkum. Dal panuje silnd obava kviili inflaci — Ceska televize,” https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/doma-
ci/3582339-mezi-cechy-klesla-duvera-v-eu-i-vladu-ukazal-unijni-pruzkum-dal-panuje-silna-obava.
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powers during WWIL* He criticizes the government for not halting the import of alle-
gedly unsafe Ukrainian products, saying it favors EU interests over the well-being of Czech
people.r

Declining Calls for 'Czexit’

2023 brought a notable shift in the discourse surrounding the EU in Czechia.
a 'Czexit’ have receded, replaced by demands for EU reform Wi s RGN 4 DT ]
Odchod.eu, still advocate for leaving the EU, others, including Jindfich Rajchl of the PRO
party, prefer to stay within the EU and work for change from within.? This shift aligns with
a poll by the Czech sociological institute STEM, indicating that 'Czexit’ is no longer realistic,
contrasting with the situation five years ago.** Many people have since realized the impor-
tance of EU cooperation underscored by experiences such as vaccine procurement during
the COVID-19 pandemic, Russian aggression in Ukraine, and Britain's post-Brexit economic
challenges leading to regret among Britons.

A similar trend is seen among far-right parties across Europe JRugtiS el ARG

chairwoman of Alternative for Germany (AfD), criticized the EU’s undemocratic nature at
the party’s congress. However, calls for Germany to leave the EU had limited support, and
AfD’s 2024 European Parliament election program no longer includes such proposals. AfD,
along with parties like Jindfich Rajchl's PRO and the Slovak National Party (SNS) led by
Andrej Danko, now focus on transforming the EU into a 'union of European nations.”

Migration Resurfaces in the Discourse

Besides narratives portraying the EU as an autocratic organization, another recurrent theme
from the 2019 EP elections, migration, has resurfaced for the 2024 elections. This time, the
focus extends to Ukrainians, not just non-European migrants [@JsldEt-£TisMiusSRisicccigeleIl]

by migration is exaggerated to create a sense of urgency and to paint the EU and the Czech
government as failures. The programme "Aby bylo jasno, depicts European migration policy

as a massive failure, highlighting EU incompetence.®* Tomio Okamura similarly criticizes
the EU’s approach to migration, making it a key priority for his SPD party to counter mass
migration and Islamization and protect the Czech Republic's European character against
multiculturalism. He argues that the EU, in the pandemic, Green Deal, and migration, harms
the Czech Republic and undermines national states.” Okamura has also criticized assistance
to Ukrainians, claiming it comes at the expense of Czech citizens.

War in Ukraine Remains Relevant but Through Different Avenues

he topic of Ukraine continues to feature in critical narratives about the EU, however,
ar fatigue is apparent in the information landscape, with the war mentioned as an

10 Tomio Okamura - SPD (@tomio.cz), “Diirazné protestujeme proti planu Fialovy vladni pétikoalice okrast ceské duchodce,” Facebook, March 1, 2023,
https://www.facebook.com/179497582061065/posts /6488257077851719/.

11 Tomio Okamura - SPD (@tomio.cz), “Musime budovat silny suverénni narodni stat a armadu, ktera bude branit nase izemi a ktera nebude urcena na
zahranicni mise,” Facebook, March 28, 2023, https://www.facebook.com/776585427165227/posts/787191812771255.

12 Tomio Okamura - SPD (@tomio.cz), “Pravé jsem podal pisemnou interpelaci na premiéra Fialu ve véci,” Facebook, August 7, 2023, https://www.facebook.
com/776585427165227/posts/861568568666912.

13 Jindfich Rajchl, “Evropska unie,” Facebook, May 7, 2023, https://www.facebook.com/564289449029746 /videos /1275454826732269.

14 “Ce3i czexit nechtéji. Bez Evropské unie bychom dopadli jako Kaliningrad - STEM a EUROPEUM,” https://europeum.org/articles/detail /5663/e15-cz-
-cesi-czexit-nechteji-bez-evropske-unie-bychom-dopadli-jako-kaliningrad.

15 Ondtej Houska, “Putin a brexit udélali EU opét velkou. Vystoupeni z unie pfestali prosazovat i populisté,” Hospodafské noviny, August 9, 2023, https://
archiv.hn.cz/c1-67232100-putin-a-brexit-udelali-eu-opet-velkou-vystoupeni-z-unie-prestali-prosazovat-i-populiste.

16 Aby bylo jasno (@abybylojasnocz), “P¥ili§ malo na Zivot a prili§ mnoho na smrt! Umiraji desetitisice Slovanil! Zaznélo v parlamentu EU,” Facebook, Sep-
tember 25, 2023, https://www.facebook.com/292262793305289 /posts/331030222761879.

17 Tomio Okamura - SPD (@tomio.cz), “Musime budovat silny suverénni ndrodni stat a armadu, ktera bude branit nase tizemi a kterd nebude urcend na
zahranicni mise,” Facebook, March 28, 2023, https://www.facebook.com/776585427165227/posts/787191812771255.
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Concerns about the quality and health risks of Ukrainian pro-
ducts in the EU have, for instance, gained attention recently. "Aby bylo jasno’ criticized
the Czech government for not banning these products, accusing both the government
and the EU of jeopardizing citizens’ lives.*® Tomio Okamura even formally asked Pri-
me Minister Petr Fiala to ban Ukrainian grain imports to the Czech Republic, as other
member states had done, citing dire consequences for Czech citizens and farmers.” Zu-
zana Majerova of the Trikolora party also supported this approach and criticized Czech
Minister Nekula for not taking similar action.>

The Green Deal as Another Platform for Claims of the 'Brussels Diktat’

In contrast to the declining interest in the Ukraine war, climate change and green po-

licies remain popular narratives for manipulating public opinion on the EU. These na-
rratives often target the European Green Deal, portraying it as another example of the

[y . ’ ’

Brussels diktat’ and the Czech government'’s disregard for Czech needs. NS> (e}t
the current crisis and uncertainties stemming from the Ukraine war, framing EU green
policies as a threat to economic stability. For example, the show 'Aby bylo jasno’ criti-
cizes the Green Deal as ‘green madness’ and a 'costly adventure,” aiming to instill fear
of the unknown associated with green policies.** Similarly, Tomio Okamura identifies
ending the Green Deal as a priority for the SPD party, linking it to the current crises.?

POLAND: WARY OF EXTERNAL FORCES

Poland joined the EU the same year as Czechia, in 2004,

and has since been enjoying consistent public support o
the union, which remains solid at 80% in 2023.22 Howe-|

ver, this contrasts with a growing Euroscepticism among

the political leadership, especially from 2015 till the latest]
The ruling Law and Justice Par-
ty (PiS) clashed with the EU over various issues, aligning
its stance with the protection of traditional Polish values
against perceived external threats like liberalism, LGBTI+
rights, reproductive rights, and migration.> Criticism of
the EU also involves claims of intrusion into national in-

terests, framing Poland as a victim of Brussels’ meddling.
While only 47% of PiS supporters believe the EU respects
Poland’s interests, 84% of opposition voters hold this
view.?

Considering Poland’s resilience to Russian influence ope-
rations in its information space, domestic drivers have the

most significant impact on public opinion toward the EU.
Therefore, special attention to these factors, especially during
elections when they are actively exploited for political gain,
is crucial 2

18 Aby bylo jasno (@abybylojasnocz), “Potraviny z Ukrajiny,” Facebook, April 25, 2023, https://ww.facebook.com/107836665045928 /po-
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19 Tomio Okamura - SPD (@tomio.cz), “Pravé jsem podal pisemnou interpelaci na premiéra Fialu ve véci,” Facebook, August 7, 2023, https: //www.facebook.

com/776585427165227/posts/861568568666912.

20 Zuzana Majerové (@zuzanamajerova.cz), “TOHLE SI MUSITE POSLECHNOUT,” Facebook, April 18, 2023, https://www.facebook.

com/757197382429832 /posts /777770003705903.

21 Aby bylo jasno (@abybylojasnocz), “Prilis malo na Zivot a pfili§ mnoho na smrt! Umiraji desetitisice Slovant! Zaznélo v parlamentu EU,” Facebook, Sep-
tember 25, 2023, https://www.facebook.com/292262793305289 /posts/331030222761879.

22 Tomio Okamura - SPD (@tomio.cz), “EU nepomaha, ale skodi,” Facebook, May 9, 2023, htt;

sts/810484800441956.
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23 Tomasz Grzegorz Grosse, “What's With the EU? Considerations After 15 Years of Polish Membership,” The Warsaw Institute, May 22, 2019, https://
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24 Joanna Fomina, “The Unlikely Eurosceptics: the Undercurrent Anti-European Attitudes among the Young Poles and the Role of the Domestic Context,”

Polish Sociological Review 198. no. 2 (2018: 147). https://www.researchgate.net

rofile /Joanna Fomina/publication/ 323628500 sociological review po-

lish 2198’17 The Unlikely Eurosceptics the Undercurrent Anti-European Attitudes among the Young Poles and the Role of the Domes-

tic_Context/ links
-among-the-Young-Poles-and-the-Role-of-the-Domestic-Context.pdf

aaofgciof7egbaddgasc4fd/sociological-review-polish-219817-The-UnlikelyEurosceptics-the-Undercurrent-Anti-European-Attitudes-

25 Jacob Poushter, “Spotlight on Poland: Negative Views of Russia Surge, but Ratings for U.S., NATO, EU Improve,” Pew Research Center, June 22, 2022,

https://www.pewresearch.or;

lobal/2022/06 /22 /spotlight-on-poland-negative-views-of-russia-surge-but-ratings-for-u-s-nato-eu-improve/.

26 Andrei Yeliseyeu, Veronica Laputska et. al, Major pro-Kremlin disinformation narratives and their transmitters in Poland, Czechia and Slovakia, Prague:

Association for International Affairs (AMO), 2023, https://www.amo.cz/cs/posilovani-odolnosti-ceske-slovenske-a-polske-spolecnosti-pred-volbami-do-
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he Most Popular Narratives Leading up to the 2019 EP Elections

The latter, ena-

cted by the US, was a central focus for the far-right party
Konfederacja, opposing the restitution of Jewish property
as mandated by the Act. They linked this perceived encroa-
chment on Poland’s sovereignty by the US to EU actions,
fueling anti-American and anti-Western sentiments. This
campaign culminated in a protest against the JUST Act in
Warsaw.?”” The Independence March Association even crea-
ted a petition to appeal to Donald Trump to repeal the JUST

Act, with the main slogan of the petition being: "Do you
know that they [Jews] want to rob you?"?

Not only the JUST Act but also the Jewish community be-
came a target before the elections. The Institute for Stra-
tegic Dialogue (ISD) identified a coordinated network
of 803 Twitter accounts spreading anti-Semitic content.
These accounts referenced Jews over 92,900 times in the
year leading up to May 2019. They used hashtag tactics to
disseminate disinformation about Jews in Poland, inclu-
ding false historical information, often using the hashtag
#JewishTruth.?

Prominent EU-Related Narratives Leading Up to the 2024 EP Election

ighboring countries and question Poland’s sovereignty due
At times, the sovere-
ignty-related theme discusses overdependence on Germany
as the largest EU economy. A wide-spread modification of
this narrative claims that Poland is ruled by the US and 'An-
glo-Saxons’ and that Washington uses Warsaw to undermine
the EU. One June 2023 article by Sputnik Polska, part of the
Russian news agency Sputnik, claimed that the US supports
Polish ambitions for regional hegemony and a challenge to
Germany.** Despite frequent divergences concerning the go-
verning actor over Poland, disinformation-containing publi-
cations share a view on Poland's alleged incapacity to make
sovereign decisions in key spheres.

Disinformation-spreading sources also tend to exaggerate the|
extent of the economic difficulties Poland is facing. jlslelales

-economic problems in Poland are attributed to the EU's eco-
nomic policies and Russia-related sanctions. In this context,
normalization of relations with Russia has been portrayed -
albeit more rarely lately as EU-Russia and Poland-Russia re-
lations dramatically worsened — as critical for Polish national
interests. This issue is often intertwined with historical argu-

27 Ibid.

ments. One May 2023 publication of Sputnik Polska alleged
that Poland must restore Soviet monuments before sitting at
the negotiation table with Russia.3* A growing number of Po-
land-related publications in disinformation-spreading sources
portray Poland as a country with a highly polarized society
and at risk of serious political destabilization.

agency uses disinformation narratives about Poland’s aggre-|
ssive intentions towards Ukraine and Poland’s incremental
IS RUROE SRR AUES [t claims that while Poland
intends to exert control over western Ukraine, which alle-
gedly would be easier if Ukraine were to gain membership in
the EU, Germany and France would in this case demand the
transformation of the EU into a supra-national state which
would totally deprive Poland of sovereignty. The popularity
of the migration topic remains high in the disinformation
space with respect to manipulations and conspiracies about
Ukrainian nationals residing in Poland as well as the issue
of the EU’s migrant relocation scheme. As the 2024 EP elec-
tion approaches, it is most likely that the aforementioned
narratives and topics, accommodated to the flow of events,
will continue to constitute the disinformation playing field
in Poland.

28 Chloe Colliver. Click Here For Outrage: Disinformation in the European Parliamentary Elections 2019. London: Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD),
2020, 15-17, https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/click-here-for-outrage-disinformation-in-the-european-parliamentary-elections-2019/.

29 Ibid.

30 “Poland uses anti-German sentiments to achieve regional hegemony,” EUvsDisinfo, h

s-to-achieve-regional-hegemony.

erman-sentiment-

31 “Poland must restore monuments to Soviet liberators to normalize relations with Russia,” EUvsDisinfo, https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/poland-must-

-restore-monuments-to-soviet-liberators-to-normalize-relations-with-russia.

32 “Poland facing painful dilemma over Ukraine from European Reich,” EUvsDisinfo, h

-ukraine-from-european-reich.

://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/poland-facing-painful-dilemma-over-
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SLOVAKIA: GRIPPED BY FEAR OF THE UNKNOWN

In 2004, Slovakia joined the EU with a record 'yes’ vote
in an accession referendum, influenced by the desire for
a better life and Western alignment in the post-Soviet era.
Support for membership has remained relatively stable
for years, though it recently dropped from 77% to 63%,
partly fueled by anti-EU sentiment linked to the energy
crisis.® In fact, 44% of Slovaks rated the EU response to
the energy crisis negatively.3

Still, Euroscepticism wasn't widespread until the migration|

crisis in 2015, which marked the first major conflict between

Slovakia and the EU, centered on national interests and sove-

Not only fringe actors but also Slovak politicians be-
gan portraying the EU as interfering in domestic matters and
dictating terms, leading to increased anti-EU disinformation
and manipulative narratives. These narratives often depicted
the EU as an accomplice in the migration situation, infrin-
ging on sovereignty and disregarding national interests.s 3¢
While most Slovak parties don't officially advocate leaving
the EU, they call for EU reform that better accounts for na-
tional interests, reflecting the view of up to 60% of Slovaks
who believe member states should have more power.’”

he Most Popular Narratives Leading up to the 2019 EP Elections

Like Czechia and Poland, Slovakia also saw a prevalence o
negative narratives aimed at portraying the EU as a totali-
tarian institution infringing on national sovereignty. These|

narratives often called for a renewed focus on Slovak natio-]

nal interests, especially concerning migration, which gained|

significant attention in the lead-up to the elections,

Migration was presented as an existential threat to tradi-

tional values, culture, and religion in Slovakia, with the

EU implicated in its promotion. Despite Slovakia's mi-
nimal involvement in the 2015 migration crisis and low
asylum-seeker numbers in 2017 and 2018, alarmist me-
ssages and conspiracy theories abounded. For example,
a viral post implied the EU operated like a totalitarian
regime, suggesting a conspiracy involving political elites
and the media. It blamed the EU for the negative con-
sequences of migration.®

Prominent EU-Related Narratives Leading Up to the 202k EP Election

The image of the EU in Slovakia during 2023 was influenced
by key topics, including the war in Ukraine, military aid to

Ukraine, and by efforts to identify perceived enemies, with|

attacks on sexual minorities and immigrants. Notably, Slova-

kia was in a period of campaigning for early parliamentar

elections until the end of September, intensifying the toxic
rhetoric among political and disinformation actors.iliERies

pics detailed below were identified by monitoring done via
the CrowdTangle analytical tool, covering the period from
January 1, 2023, to October 1, 2023. This approach enabled
the identification of Facebook posts with the highest inte-
raction levels that contained keywords related to the EU in
Slovak. Posts from mainstream media, state, and EU institu-
tions were excluded from this analysis.

Support for Ukraine paints a target on Slovakia’s back

In discussions concerning Ukraine, narratives circulated claiming that toxic grain from

[Bhset s LRUEtRS st sl g dbieeld Politicians like Milan Uhrik, leader of the far-right Republic
party and MEP, falsely alleged that the EU was forcing citizens to consume toxic grain, por-

traying Brussels as a dictatorship that did not allow member states to make local decisions.?
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Similar rhetoric was also echoed by the SMER - SSD party, with chairman Robert Fico
claiming the EU was punishing member states for protecting citizens from contaminated
Ukrainian food. These narratives contributed to growing apathy towards Russian aggressi-
on and opposition to the EU.4°

Additionally, there were claims of plans to involve the Slovak Armed Forces in the EU

Uhrik used this to raise fears of Slovakia's involvement in
the war.# In a similar manner, in April 2023 he presented the EU’s alleged efforts to "make
Slovakia a military corridor for US tanks and a target for Russian missiles”.* The post was
part of a broader narrative about the allegedly abusive policy of the EU towards Slovakia,
which supposedly makes Slovakia a target for Russia and is not intended for peace. Fico also
depicted the EU as becoming a military tool of the US, advocating for a return to sovereign
policies and relations with various countries, including Russia and China.+3

These messages contributed to growing apathy toward the Ukraine conflict, affecting per-
ceptions of responsibility. Only 40% of Slovaks viewed Russia as the aggressor, while 34%
blamed the West, and 17% held Ukraine responsible. A majority believed that providing
military aid to Ukraine risked provoking Russia and moving closer to war.+

The EU'’s green policy is allegedly used to destroy agriculture and the car industry

Throughout the year, narratives aimed at discrediting the EU’s green policies and the Green
eI gaanitEed Claims suggested a secret EU effort to promote insect consump-
tion over meat.s Milan Mazurek of the Republic party criticized this idea as psychopathic’

and an attempt to restrict food choices.* The European Commission refuted claims of secret
insect additives and highlighted myths about the Farm to Fork Strategy, part of the Green
Deal addressing food security.# Despite stringent food labeling rules,#® a poll in August
2023 revealed that nearly a third of Slovaks feared insects secretly entering their food.+

[These narratives also distorted the Nature Restoration Law, portraying it as EU pressure on
IEs SR Te R LTI RV ER Tl agal CRICEEEY This was framed as eco-fanaticism,> poten-
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tially reducing crop productivity and raising food prices.>* In reality, the law aims to prevent
ecosystem collapse and mitigate climate change and biodiversity loss, with flexibility in
implementation.

Sporadic messages criticized the push for electric vehicles (EVs) in the EU's plan to ban
Critics like Milan Uhrik argued against emissions
reductions,> claiming EVs would be unaffordable5> 5 However, existing internal combus-
tion engine cars can still be used after 2035. Some also argued that EU legislation is driven
by ideology, not facts.5?

The EU should have acted more strictly against immigrants

Migration became a prominent topic for negative narratives against the EU. Critics accu-
N Qi SR AU Fi\ptategutlacincgisiePrlsaloagere Milan Uhrik called for a tougher EU

response to illegal migration, criticizing the use of boats to transport migrants.>® Members
of the far-right LSNS party claimed that European NGOs, funded by Soros, were behind
illegal migration. They alleged these NGOs manipulated the system to help migrants obtain
refugee status.?

Negotiations on the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum were labeled as 'treasonous.® Cri-
tics also accused the EU of forcing member states to redistribute migrants under the guise
of ‘compulsory solidarity’ and penalizing those who refused.®* Slovak MEPs who supported
the pact were criticized, and Robert Fico of SMER - SSD called the redistribution nonsen-
se, linking it to Soros and President Caputova.®*

Sexual minorities served as a target of attacks again

Misleading narratives circulated also about the European Certificate of Parenthood, which
aims to protect parents’ and children’s rights in different types of families across EU states.

Uhrik and Mazurek misinterpreted the certificate,% claiming it would allow unconventional

family structures and attacks on the traditional form of family.%
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The Istanbul Convention was another topic, with Uhrik objecting to its gender-inclusive
language and linking it to EU dictatorship. He argued that the EU was imposing non-tradi-
tional family norms on Slovakia, dictating that “there is no mother or father, but there is pa-
rent 1 and parent 2, and that the same child can be born by two women or even two men”.%
In August, there was criticism of the EU’s response to Hungary’s child protection law.%
Mazurek insinuated that the EU protected pedophiles, misrepresenting Hungary's law.7 68

Supporters of the far-right party pushed the idea of Slovexit

The "Slovexit” narrative too gained attention during the year, particularly promoted by
the far-right Kotleba People’s Party Our Slovakia. In videos, they claimed that the EU is
destroying Slovakia’s sovereignty,% but also Slovakias agriculture and environment,” eco-
nomy and transport,” finance,”* culture and education,” health,” and is controlling migra-
tion7 at the same time. Despite these accusations, the campaign did not garner widespread

SiigsloeMNevertheless, skepticism toward the EU is on the rise in Slovakia, with a signi-

ficant portion of the population expressing negative perceptions and some believing the
country would be better off outside the EU, according to a Eurobarometer survey from

65 Milan Uhrik - Republika (@ing.milan.uhrik), “M. Uhrik v EU: Ze dve Zeny mézu porodit to isté dieta?,” Facebook, February 15, 2023, https://www.face-
book.com/watch /?v=737343341093240.

66 Milan Mazurek - Republika (@MilanMazurek.Republika), “SIALENE, ¢im sa EU chvdli...,” Facebook, August 8, 2023, https://www.facebook.
€om/1000. 88268 0sts/909111163915503.

67 The controversial Hungarian law, he said, "protects children from the risk of contact with pedophiles and prohibits the depiction of obscenities and the
rainbow agenda of gender transition and similar topics in children’s programs and in broadcasts for young people...” The so-called "Child Protection Act”,
which was adopted in Hungary in 2021 was originally aimed at strengthening penalties for child abuse. However, later amendments were added to prohibit
the "promotion of homosexuality” to children under the age of 18.

68 Michaela Ruzickova, “Madarsky boj proti Eurdpskej unii, ,,ochrana tradlcnych a krestanskych hodnot: témy rezonujuce aj v madarsko-slovenskom
informac¢nom priestore,” Infosecurity.sk, September 23, 2021, https: .sk/studi -boj-proti-europskej-unii-ochrana-tradicnych-a-

-krestanskych-hodnot-temy-rezonujuce-aj

69 Radio Kompas (@radiokompasgo81), “SLOVEXIT ¢. 7: Ako EU ni¢i nasu suverenitu,” YouTube, September 30, 2023, https://www.youtube.com/wat-
ch?v=RdhftTqTgel.

70 Réadio Kompas (@radiokompasgo81), “SLOVEXIT ¢. 1 - Ako EU niéf nase polnohospodarstvo a Zivotné prostredie,” YouTube, September 13, 2023, htt-

ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=méu6dejyCow.

71 Radio Kompas (@radiokompasgo81), “SLOVEXIT ¢. 2 - Ako EU niéf nase hospodarstvo a dopravu,” YouTube, September 19, 2023, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7KXSNUQ7WME.

72 Radio Kompas (@radiokompasgo81), “SLOVEXIT ¢&. 3 - Ako EU ni¢f nase financie,” YouTube, September 22, 2023, https://www.youtube.com/wat-
ch?v=cAnCOQDy KkE.

73 Radio Kompas (@radiokompasgo81), “SLOVEXIT ¢&. 4: Ako EU ni¢f nasu kultiru a vzdelanie,” YouTube, September 24, 2023, https: //www.youtube.com
watch?v=sVhim6LFQf8.

74 Radio Kompas (@radiokompasgo81), “SLOVEXIT ¢&. 5: Ako EU niéi nase zdravie a o pandemickej zmluve,” YouTube, September 21, 2023, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=iRDwitk[LIY.

75 Rédio Kompas (@radiokompasgo81), “SLOVEXIT ¢&. 6: Ako EU riadi migraciu,” YouTube, September 29, 2023, https://wwwv.youtube.com/watch?v=U-
-35CJzonsU.

76 “Narodny prieskum Eurobarometra: vi¢sina Slovakov nechce budiicnost krajiny mimo EU,” Zasttpenie Eurépskej komisie na Slovensku, March 27, 2023,

https://slovakia.representation.ec.europa.eu/news/narodny-prieskum-eurobarometra-vacsina-slovakov-nechce-buducnost-krajiny-mimo-eu-2023-03-2:
sk.



https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=737343341093240
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=737343341093240
https://www.facebook.com/100044498826847/posts/909111163915503
https://www.facebook.com/100044498826847/posts/909111163915503
https://infosecurity.sk/studie/madarsky-boj-proti-europskej-unii-ochrana-tradicnych-a-krestanskych-hodnot-temy-rezonujuce-aj-v-madarsko-slovenskom-informacnom-priestore/
https://infosecurity.sk/studie/madarsky-boj-proti-europskej-unii-ochrana-tradicnych-a-krestanskych-hodnot-temy-rezonujuce-aj-v-madarsko-slovenskom-informacnom-priestore/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdhftT9TgeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdhftT9TgeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6u6dejyC9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6u6dejyC9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KXSNUQ7WME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KXSNUQ7WME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAnCOQDy_kE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAnCOQDy_kE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVhlm6LFQf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVhlm6LFQf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRDwitkLLIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRDwitkLLIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-35CJzonsU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-35CJzonsU
https://slovakia.representation.ec.europa.eu/news/narodny-prieskum-eurobarometra-vacsina-slovakov-nechce-buducnost-krajiny-mimo-eu-2023-03-27_sk
https://slovakia.representation.ec.europa.eu/news/narodny-prieskum-eurobarometra-vacsina-slovakov-nechce-buducnost-krajiny-mimo-eu-2023-03-27_sk

CONCLUSION

As the June 2024 European Parliament elections appro-
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itical, economic, and social upheavals by certain politica

ne of the main aims is to turn the EU into a scapegoat,
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This is not a random act; it is a calculated
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about the 'Brussels diktat’ are being revived in the Czech

Republic, where the government riddled by waning public
trust is portrayed as the extended hand of EU oppressi-
on. In Poland, the focus is on over-reliance on the EU and
Germany, amid recent tensions. In Slovakia, the EU’s mi-
gration policies are criticized anew due to reinstated bor-
der checks. In both Czechia and Slovakia, the EU’s green
policies, particularly those related to electromobility and
combustion engines, are also again under scrutiny.

However, there is also a shift in strategy. Instead of advoca-
ting for exits from the EU (like 'Czexit’ or 'Slovexit’), some
now call for reforming the Union from within, suggesting
a looser 'union of European nations’ with greater national
sovereignty. Ukraine-related narratives are also evolving.
While the war remains a topic to be exploited, new angles
are emerging, like the controversy over Ukrainian grain
being labeled as toxic, suggesting the EU prioritizes Ukra-
ine over the health and well-being of the population in its
own member states.
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