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A trap was set and the Israelis were caught

Jan Hajek

Israeli Navy commandos were sent to halt the ,Gaza flotilla“ in order to prevent it from delivering its
proclaimed humanitarian aid for Gazans. Israeli army sent its troops onto six ships with nearly 700
activists on boards. After activists ignored Israeli calls to turn back from heading to Gaza, the IDF
stormed activists’ ships and met unexpected and heavy resistance, mainly from the ferry Mavi
Marmara sailing under the Turkish flag. The attack resulted in killing of civilians by the lIsraeli
soldiers.

Israel found itself again under heavy condemnation from the international community. The most
problematic effect of the Israeli activity is not a violation of the international law, but degradation of
the Israeli-Turkish relations. Israel is concerned that its actions may lead to sever diplomatic rifts
with its “friendly” neighbour. Another side effect of the IDF’s action is the fact that Hamas has
become the real winner of the game. Hamas was in a win-win situation and knew that even if the
convoy did not reach Gaza, it would triumph and would be able to pride itself with committing to
non-violent resistance. Moreover, immediately after the attack, Hamas requested opening of the
Rafah crossing with Egypt, which Cairo eventually agreed upon.



http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/the-ship-turned-into-a-lake-of-blood-says-activist-on-gaza-flotilla-1.293339
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/analysis-whatever-turkey-does-it-will-be-bad-for-israel-and-good-for-hamas-1.293306
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/analysis-whatever-turkey-does-it-will-be-bad-for-israel-and-good-for-hamas-1.293306
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/analysis-whatever-turkey-does-it-will-be-bad-for-israel-and-good-for-hamas-1.293306
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There are several reasons to the “failure” of the IDF’s action and it is not possible to start with
blaming the army. Soldiers were ordered to board the ships, which they did. Soldiers were also
ordered to use life ammunitions only in case their lives were threatened. This condition can be
easily proved by video footage that Israeli army made during the operation. Some of the IDF’s
soldiers were provided with non-lethal paintball guns, but these were not sufficient against activists
with knives and batons. And as the soldiers were outnumbered by well prepared activists, they
simply had to use their guns in self-defence. There is no doubt that the Turkish soldiers would do
the same. Still, it will not be easy to explain to the international community why nine civilians died,
especially when casualties are counted on the side of Israel’s friend in the region. It is now obvious
that Israel was caught in a long time prepared trap. The Israeli soldiers later stated that they were
not ready for such an assault and were caught by surprise. The question is how reliable the
intelligence information was before the assault operation. But when we consider the final results, it
is more likely that soldiers were not aware of how well armed the activists were. The element of
surprise was also diminished, according to _some activists’s testimonies, IDF’s boats were
harassing the activist’s ships six hours before the assault.

It is of course obvious that Israel should have chosen another way of halting the ships. One of the
activists admitted that he wanted to become a martyr. We can say that some of the activists were
exactly waiting for what Israel gave them. Negative impacts of the event for Israel are that first, it is
on the verge of losing its friend in the region, secondly Hamas scored an easy victory, thirdly the
IDF suffered humiliation when videos showed soldiers being tossed away from the deck and finally,
this situation as a whole will probably not ease the continuation of peace talks.

Egyptské volby vo vynimoénom stave

Natasa Kubikova

Témou Cislo jedna predchadzajuceho mesiaca sa v Egypte stalo obnovenie zakona o vynimo&nom
stave s platnostou na dva roky. Pod ruchom boja proti terorizmu v Egypte vladne vynimocny stav
od zavrazdenia byvalého prezidenta Anwara Sadata islamskymi extrémistami z hnutia Dzihad
v roku 1981. Aj teraz, 29 rokov po atentate v tejto africkej krajine silne rezonuje otazka konfliktu
medzi nabozensky motivovanymi bojovnikmi svatej vojny avich ocCiach skorumpovanym
a nelegitimnym rezimom. Suboj faradnskych titanov sa ale v tomto a dalSom roku presunie aj na
volebnu pbdu. Parlamentné volby su naplanované na jesen 2010 a tie prezidentské na jar roka
nasledujuceho.

V suvislosti s nepopularnym zakonom o vynimo¢nom stave sa mnozia dohady, ¢i by tento zakon
mohol oslabit' poziciu viadnucej Narodne demokratickej strany (NDP) prezidenta Husniho
Mubaraka v nadchadzajucich vofbach. Perspektiva naplnenia podobného scenara ma vsak len
velmi hmlisté obrysy. Gamal Soltan, riaditel egyptského vyskumného centra pre politické
a strategické Studie Al-Ahram, tvrdi, Ze by tento zakon mohol nastrbit’ popularitu viadnucej NDP, ak
sa predakom strany nepodari presvedCit voli€ov o tom, Ze zakon o vynimo¢nom stave bude



http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-navy-commandos-gaza-flotilla-activists-tried-to-lynch-us-1.293089
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-navy-commandos-gaza-flotilla-activists-tried-to-lynch-us-1.293089
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-navy-commandos-gaza-flotilla-activists-tried-to-lynch-us-1.293089
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/straight-into-the-trap-1.293421
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/israel-detains-dozens-of-gaza-flotilla-activists-upon-arrival-in-ashdod-1.293339
http://www.jpost.com/MiddleEast/Article.aspx?id=175382
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vynucovany v ramci stanovenych medzi. Vlada totiz po prvy raz pocas dlhej historie platnosti
vynimoéného stavu prijala pravnu normu, podla ktorej pésobnost organov Statnej moci sa bude
v ramci vynimoéného stavu vztahovat' len na zloCiny tykajuce sa terorizmu a obchodu s drogami;
na rozdiel od predchadzajucich zakonnych noviel, ktoré garantovali ohrani€eny rozsah pdsobnosti
Statnych organov len ustnymi prisfubmi vladnych politikov. NDP si tak pred volbami na seba
uplietla bi¢. Verejnost vynimo¢nému stavu nefandi a ozyvaju sa tiez pochybnosti o zakonnom
naplneni vSetkych stanovenych noriem, kedze terorizmus sa da vykladat’ velmi Siroko.

V tomto ohlade su podstatné dva momenty; miera vyskytu teroristickych Cinov v krajine a vladna
politika vo€i opozicii. V pripade, Ze ozbrojené skupiny, ktorych €innost’ bola vyrazne zdecimovana
poCas tvrdej proti-islamistickej kampane v devatdesiatych rokoch, teroristické uUtoky rozprudia,
bude verejnost tvrdu ruku reZzimu asi apaticky akceptovat. V opacnej situacii vSak bude hlavnym
prvkom duel Mubaraka s opoziciou pred vofbami a aj po€as nich. V priebehu minulych rokov sa
totiz ukazalo, ze vlada nema zaujem reSpektovat literu zakona, akonahle sa ukaze, Ze opozitné
sily mdzu rezim ohrozit. Vo volebnom boji to bolo najevidentnejSie v roku 2005, ked sa po prvom
kole odkryla politicka sila opoziénych Moslimskych bratov a v prezidentskych volbach sa proti
rezimu postavila strana Ghad. Rezim v oboch pripadoch reagoval tvrdym zasahom. Nechal
zatvorit volebné miestnosti v bastach islamistov, zdvihol vinu zatykania ich stupencov a kandidatov
minimalne na dobu do skonlenia volieb a prezidentského kandidata Ajmana Nura poslal do
vazenia na zaklade pravdepodobne vykon$truovanych obvineni. Nie je pochyb o tom, Ze
vynimoény stav si za podobné represie nepochybne pripisal uréité zasluhy. Ved podla tohto
zakona je zakazané organizovat zhromazZdenia viac nez piatich fudi, obmedzuje sa pdsobnost
médii a zatykanie nepohodlnych osdb je opravnené s odkazom na vagny argument, ze sa jedna
o narodny zaujem Statu. Uvalenie C€asovo neobmedzenej vazby v niektorych pripadoch
dosahujucej aj niekolko mesiacov bez vznesenia obvinenia je taktiez suastou Mubarakovej hry
0 vynimo¢nom stave, predovSetkym v politickom zapase s opoziciou.

Ze aj vtomto pripade rozsirenie platnosti zakona o vynimo&nom stave Uzko suvisi s volbami
a snahou rezimu potladit opoziciu a udrzat’ si tak oprate moci pevne v rukach, svedcia aj nedavne
tvrdé zakroky vladnych sil proti demonstrantom, ktori sa napriklad v aprili zhromazdili v Kahire
protestujuc proti stihaniu dvoch sudcov z Udajnej urazky justicie, alebo proti Studentom, ktori sa
odhodlali k tichému protestu za demokratické zmeny pred centralou strany Ghad.

Ocakavané volebné zapolenia v atmosfére vynimo¢ného stavu za predpokladu, Ze sa prezident
Husni Mubarak rozhodne hrat aktivnu ulohu v oboch volbach, pravdepodobne neprinesu vyrazny
Upadok moci NDP.

Komentované zpravy

Ruska vojenska podpora Syrii

Minuly mésic jednal rusky prezident Dmitrij Medvédév s jeho syrskym protéjSkem Basar Asadem
v Damasku o moznosti dalSi vojenské spoluprace. Byla to prvni navstéva nejvyssiho predstavitele
Ruska v Damasku od roku 1917. Kromé prodeje ruskych zbranovych systému( do Syrie jednali i o



http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/programmes/from_our_own_correspondent/8654306.stm
http://www.wsws.org/articles/2006/may2006/egyp-m05.shtml
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=2&article_id=114897#axzz0qR7rRdLv
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spolupraci v energetice a turistice. Tato vojenska spoluprace znepokojuje zejména sousedici
Izrael.

Podepsana dohoda znamena, Zze Syrie od Ruska nakoupi dalSi vojenska letadla, protitankové a
protiletadlové zbrané. Jedna se predevSim o nakup bojovych letound MIG-29. Michail Dmitriyev,
Séf ruského oddéleni pro vojensko-technickou spolupraci,_uvedl, ze Syrii vedle letadel prodaji i
protiletadlové systémy Pantsir, které patfi k nejlepSim na svéts.

Tato nova zbrojni dohoda zneklidriuje USA, které jiz dfive uvalily sankce na Syrii kvdli jeji podpore
militantnich skupin. Rusky prezident se b&éhem své navstévy Blizkého vychodu setkal i s politickym
lidrem palestinského Hamasu Chalidem Misalem. Na toto setkani reagoval znepokojeny lzrael
prohlasenim, ve kterém uvadi, jak moc je zklaman, ze se SpiCka ruské politiky setkala s vidcem
teroristické organizace.

Prehodnoti USA plan na stazeni svych vojsk z Iraku?

Situace v Iraku zlstava po tfech mésicich po parlamentnich volbach stale nejista a v zemi opét
narusta nasili. Je tézké predvidat, jak dlouho jesté potrva jednani o koali¢ni vladé a jak bude
vypadat politicka situace v srpnu, na jehoZz konci by mélo dojit k odchodu vétSiny americkych
jednotek. Zbylych 35-50 tisic pfisluSniki podplrnych jednotek by pak mélo podle americko-iracké
bezpecnostni dohody zemi opustit do konce roku 2011. Zdlouhava povolebni jednani v Iraku vSak
vyvolavaji otdzku, zda nebude planované stahovani odloZeno.

Podle listu New York Times je dodrzeni avizovaného ¢asového planu pro americkou administrativu
dalezité mj. i z vnitropolitického hlediska. Obamova administrativa se jiz nyni snazi mobilizovat
svou voli¢skou zakladnu pfed ,midterm election®. Jakékoliv prodlevy pfi stahovani vojaku z Iraku
by mohly znamenat ztratu politickych bodu, kterou si americky prezident nemulze dovolit,
vezmeme-li v potaz, Ze nalada verejnosti preje spiSe republikanam. DfivéjSi odchod americkych
vojsk byl navic jednim z hlavnich bodd Obamova predvolebniho programu.

Byvaly americky velvyslanec v Irdku Ryan Crocker, ktery se vyznamné podilel na vyjednani
americko-iracké bezpecnostni dohody a ktery oteviené nesouhlasi s Obamovym planem stazeni,
upozoriuje, Zze srpnovy termin neni soucasti této dohody a proto by na ném nemély USA Ipét za
kazdou cenu. Podle Cockera by se USA mély fidit spiSe ¢asovym planem stanovenym americko-
irackou dohodou, tj. stazeni vSech americkych jednotek do konce roku 2011.

Izraelsky parlament projednava kontroverzni protiteroristicky zakon

Tento tyden by mél jeden z vybori Knessetu, izraelského parlamentu, jednat o navrhu zakona,
ktery by zbavoval statniho obCanstvi osoby usvéd&ené ze zapojeni do teroristickych aktivit Ci
Spionaze pro nékterou z teroristickych organizaci. Zakon byl pfedlozen Davidem Rotem a
Robertem llatovem, poslanci za Jisrael Bejtenu, jednu ze stran tvoficich vladni koalici.
Projednavani zakona bylo oproti plvodnimu planu posunuto kvuli krizi vypuknuvsi po izraelském
zasahu proti aktivistim sméfujicim do pasma Gazy.


http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE64D35S20100514
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=2&article_id=114897#axzz0qR7rRdLv
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/report-russia-signs-arms-deal-with-syria-1.290409
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/LDE64D19S.htm
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/report-russia-signs-arms-deal-with-syria-1.290409
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/report-russia-signs-arms-deal-with-syria-1.290409
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/report-russia-signs-arms-deal-with-syria-1.290409
http://www.army.mil/-news/2009/02/27/17607-us-combat-troops-to-leave-iraq-by-august-2010-obama-says/
http://shadow.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2010/04/28/whats_dictating_the_iraq_withdrawal_timeline
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/03/10/crocker_looks_back
http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/bill-to-strip-convicted-terrorists-of-israeli-citizenship-heads-to-knesset-1.291768?localLinksEnabled=false
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=177573
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Knesset jiz dfive odmitl podobny zakon, ktery pozadoval, aby bylo vézildm usvéd&enym
z terorismu odepfeno pravo volit. Rot a llatov navrh zakona predlozili pouze nékolik tydna poté, co
byl Ameer Makhoul, izraelsky ob¢an arabského plvodu, obvinén ze Spionaze pro hnuti Hizballah.
Nasledné byl z téhoz zloc€inu obZalovan také dalsi izraelsky Arab, Omar Said.

Pravé etnické hledisko Cini zakon tak kontroverznim. Jeho kritici tvrdi, ze bude pouzit vyluéné proti
osobam arabského ptivodu, nikoliv proti Zidiim. Tato obvinéni jsou Zivena i vyrazné protiarabskymi
postoji Spi¢ek Jisrael Bejtenu. Otazniky se objevuji také okolo pfesné definice terorismu, jejiz
pruznost by mohla byt snadno zneuzita.

Zakon se tedy da chapat jako vnitropoliticky doplnék k ¢asto tvrdym krokim souc€asné pravicové
vlady vuci palestinské mensiné. VySe zminéné kritické hlasy naznaluji, Zze pokud bude zakon
soucasnou vladou vnimana jako potencialni ,demograficka hrozba“, jejiz vysoka porodnost by
v budoucnu mohla ohrozit samotny Zidovsky charakter Izraele. Eliminovat toto nebezpeci patfi
k jedném z dlouhodobé proklamovanych cild sou€asnych vladnich stran. Zakon, ktery pravé
vstupuje do Knessetu, je tedy tfeba vnimat i v tomto svétle.

Ocekavané udalosti

Asociac¢ni dohoda mezi Syrii a EU

Ztejmé nejoCekavanéjSi udalosti pfFistiho roku, ktera je odkladana syrskou stranou, bude podpis a
pfijeti asociaéni dohody mezi Syrii a EU. Diky této smlouvé bude Syrie dodrzovanim predem
stanovenych podminek schopna efektivnéji postupovat v hospodarské reformé. Vice

Tipy na publikace

Solar Power from North Africa: Frameworks and Prospects

Sprava expertiek Nemeckého institutu pre medzinarodné a bezpeénostné otazky sa zaobera
témou moznosti zaobstaravania energie pre Eurdpu pomocou solarnych panelov zo Sahary.
Napriek ekonomickej atraktivite planu stoji v ceste Uspesnej realizacie niekolko prekazok. Tie nie
su len na strane severoafrickych krajin, ale aj v srdci energetickej politiky EU. Autorky tvrdia, Ze ak
ma k fyzickému prenosu energie dojst’ v roku 2050, prvé kroky je potrebné spravit’ uz teraz.

http://swp-berlin.org/en/common/get document.php?asset id=7043

Anthony H. Cordesman: The Afghan War - A Campaign Overview.

An interesting report, published by the Center for Strategic and International Studies, relates to the
ongoing Afghan war. Despite the fact that the US and its allies are investing into the development



http://www.israeli-occupation.org/2010-05-30/zvi-barel-absentee-loyalty/
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/opinion/la-oe-rosenberg11-2009feb11,0,5037251.story
http://www.newsweek.com/2009/02/13/israel-s-biggest-danger.html
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/netanyahu-israel-s-arabs-are-the-real-demographic-threat-1.109045
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/syria/index_en.htm
http://redir.netcentrum.cz/?noaudit&url=http%3A%2F%2Fswp%2Dberlin%2Eorg%2Fen%2Fcommon%2Fget%5Fdocument%2Ephp%3Fasset%5Fid%3D7043
http://csis.org/about-us

Newsletter Blizkovychodniho programu 6/2010 str. 6

and reconstruction of Afghanistan, there is a large amount of work ahead of them. A new trend of
the international assistance is switching from military campaigns to civil issues.

The report summarizes actual metrics of the campaigns (diagrams, maps), main threats and
efforts. It also provides recommendations in order to achieve the proclaimed goals.

http://csis.org/files/publication/100607 AfghanCampaignSummary 0.pdf

Trenin D., Malashenko A.. Afghanistan. A View from Moscow.

A failure of the Russian campaign in Afghanistan followed by a so called “Afghan syndrome” is still
strongly present in today’s Russia. Today, Moscow views Afghanistan in terms of its security
threats as well as for the Central Asian states. Moreover, Afghanistan plays an important role in
Russia’s relations with Pakistan, China, India, Iran and Saudi Arabia.

The paper includes a short overview of the Russia-Afghanistan relations and summarizes current
Russian interests in the region and its policy towards it. It also points to the main differences
between Russia and other powers assisting in the area. At the end, the authors conclude that
Russia is an essential part of the Afghanistan equation.

http://carnegieendowment.org/files/trenin afghan final.pdf

Co c¢tou experti?

At War. Notes from the Front Lines, NY Times

The New York Times provides a reported blog from the conflict zones of the post-9/11 era:
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Irag and others. The blog presents interviews with civilians, combatants in
relation to the issues of insurgency, summarize current problems and life in these states.

At War appeared in 2009 and the main aim of the blog is to provide boots-on-the-ground reporting,
photography, audio and video from the conflict areas. Besides, it also links to and comments on
interesting articles related to the issue.

http://atwar.blogs.nytimes.com/
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